Calendar Events
  
August 17th
NEW student orientation – 4 p.m.
August 24th 
Back to School Night – 5 p.m.
August 24th 
5:30-7:30 Sneak-a-Peek/Back-to-School Night Event – Grades 1-5, returning students ONLY
August 28                      
Welcome Back!                             
 1st Day of School 1st – 5th Grades
 Pre-K and Kindergarten Conferences
August 29
 Pre-K and Kindergarten Conferences
August 30
[bookmark: _Hlk76637017] Pre-Kindergarten Staggered Entrance
 Kindergarten Staggered Entrance
August 31
 Pre-Kindergarten Staggered Entrance
[bookmark: _Hlk520195364][bookmark: _Hlk110419318] Kindergarten Staggered Entrance
September 1
 Pre-Kindergarten Staggered Entrance
 Kindergarten Staggered Entrance
September 4
SCHOOL CLOSED – Labor Day
September 5
First Day for ALL Pre-K and Kindergarten
September 26
 SCHOOL CLOSED – Yom Kippur



	
Welcome back, Severn Eagle scholars and our Severn family. I am excited to start this year with almost 600 smiling faces eager to learn and explore their potential.
We are very excited to announce that the EEE (Enhancing Elementary Excellence) program has been expanded to the Old Mill Cluster.  This means our scholars will experience an additional cultural arts class called Arts and Humanities for one hour each week.  We are excited about what this opportunity will bring to our students!  
It is also with bittersweet news that we have had several staff changes. The following Severn family members have decided to explore other pathways,
Rachel Glorioso, Stephanie Cummings, George Lang, Shemika Black, Irena Banks, Shannon Shanefelter, Stephanie Wineke and Stacey Aaron 
	Although I am saddened to say goodbye, I am positive these dynamic educators will continue to do great things for children. And, in the spirit of newness, I am elated to share we will welcome the following team members,
	Ms. Jessica Geinzer, First Grade, Ms. Alyssa Sensi, Special Educator, Ms. Elyssa DeToy, Special Educator, Ms. Samantha Chisolm, Third Grade, Ms, Nailah Shelton, Fourth Grade, Ms. Hilliard, Full Time EEE, Ms. Wendy Barrett, Part Time EEE, Dr. Leah Lester, PT Music, Ms. Karina Pacchioni, PT Media, Mr. Mark Myrick, Learning Lab and Ms.Tabitha Ramper, Permanent Sub.
Please welcome our new staff members to the Severn Family!  We are excited to have them and the wealth of knowledge they bring in their areas of expertise.
	I hope you are all able to join our Severn Family at Back-to-School Night on August 24th beginning promptly at 5:30 PM. While in the building, please stop in the cafeteria to sign up for Parent Portal, apply for Free and Reduced Lunches and complete the necessary paperwork to volunteer this year.  
New Student Orientation will be held on August 17th and is open to all new Severn Eagle family members grades 1-5. We will begin NSO at 4:00 P.M. I am looking forward to an amazing year for our scholars and I thank you in advance for your partnership. 
Sincerely, 
Isaphine Smith,
Principal

Severn Elementary School        [image: ]
Principal:   Isaphine Smith              Assistant Principal: Liz Abell
838 Reece Road                   Severn, MD 21144                  
September 2023 @SevernESAACPS








Welcome Back to School!
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Communication 101 at Severn Elementary School
Communication is truly crucial for a positive relationship. As a reminder, Severn Elementary School is a green school, therefore, newsletters and calendars will not be sent home (unless requested), but will be posted to the Severn Elementary website. To that end, here are the ways in which our school administration and staff will disseminate pertinent information.
•             ConnectEd messages…Prior to SES events, Mrs. Smith or Mrs. Abell will share automated messages and/or emails in order to communicate important events. Please make sure you have a current phone number listed on the emergency contact information.
•             The School Website. The SES Newsletter will be posted on the website around the last week of the month. Be sure to visit the website to view the newsletter. In addition, please be sure to stay current with SES happenings via the calendar posted on the front of the newsletter.. 
•             Twitter! If you do not have a twitter account, please consider signing up for one. Important information can be found via our twitter site.


[image: ]
Grades PK through 5
8:00 AM – 2:25 PM – SCHOOL HOURS
Doors will open at 7:40 a.m.

SCHOOL HOURS for 2023-2024
[image: ]
Parent’s Request to Administer
Medication at School
[image: MC900217210[1]]
     Students who are required to take prescribed medication must have a physician and parent/guardian complete an authorization form before any medication can be taken in school. Medicines may not be kept in desks, cubbies, clothing, lunch boxes, school bags, etc. This includes medication as simple as cough drops. All medication will be kept in the health room. A form can be found in this newsletter.

Arrival Procedures
[image: ]
Students are not permitted to enter the building before 7:40 AM.  
     Students arriving after 8:00 AM will need to come into the building with a parent to be signed in as tardy and receive a late pass to take to their teacher. 
     Thank you for making sure your child arrives in the building safely and under your supervision.  Once in the building, we will make sure your child arrives to class.

Early Dismissal
     Students are expected to remain in the school for the full day unless they should become ill.
     If a student occasionally must be dismissed early for a medical or dental appointment, a note is required from the parent that morning.  We are not able to accept phone calls.  The parent picking up the student(s) must report to the office to “sign-out” the student(s).  Students will not be released to anyone without proper authorization and identification.  It is required that anyone picking up a child has a picture ID with them.  This is a regulation of A.A. County Public Schools.  The care and safety of your children is important to us.
     
We appreciate your cooperation.



School Improvement Focus
As we continue our pursuit towards educational excellence, we will focus on the following schoolwide foci this marking period. 
We will strive to nurture our Severn mathematicians and provide authentic learning opportunities for students to excel as future world changers in mathematics. 
Also, we will continue to prioritize social and emotional wellness for our students and nurture healthy minds and bodies. 
Before and After Care
[image: ]
Anne Arundel County
School Age Child Care (SACC) 
Recreation & Parks
Main Office:  1 Harry S. Truman Parkway
                        Suite 105
                        Annapolis, MD 21401
                        Office: 410-222-7856
                        Fax: 410-222-4478
Before and After Location @ Severn, 7am to 6pm
Severn SACC Office:  410-551-7479

FEDERAL SURVEYS
On Friday, September 29, 2017, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form. Please assist us by filling out the information requested on the form and return it to Severn Elementary School.
The U.S. Department of Education is now allowing a multiple child form.Therefore, we have designed a form that will allow two children’s names for your convenience. Should you have more than two children, please utilize a second form. Also, please note that the complete address of the Parent/Guardian's Employer if they work on Federal Propertv, the complete address of the Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form must be signed and dated by the Parent Guardian. 	If needed, additional forms may be obtained from the school or downloaded from the AACPS website (www.aacps.org/students).  The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2017-2018 will be available to download on September 29, 2017. We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind everyone about the significance of completing and returning this survey. The school system receives approximately $2 million in funding from the Federal government in support of our children after the forms are processed.
Thank you in advance for your support and assistance. Should you have any questions regarding this information, please contact Ms. Donna Barker at 410-222-5200.

Emergency Notification Card
Please review this electronic form in its entirety, at www.aacps.org, sign and update by Friday, September 29th.   These forms are extremely important because they update information needed by the school office and health room staff for contacting someone if a child should become ill or has an accident.  Please notify the office during the school year of any changes at 410-551-6220.


Guidelines for Parental Custody Issues
     When it comes to custody situations, schools can sometimes get caught in the middle of conflicting parental decisions. 
     To clarify the position of Anne Arundel County Public Schools on custody situations, countywide guidelines have been developed for administrators to follow.  In general, the guidelines call for all school-related information to be shared with the parent designated as sole custodian according to a court order.
     The non-custodial parent has the right to review student records and be informed about the student’s educational progress.  However, the non-custodial parent may not visit the child in school nor take the child from school unless a court order or written consent of the custodial parent stipulates otherwise. 
     If parents have joint custody, both individuals have the right to review student records, visit the child, and take the child from school, according to details of the court order. 
Please bring any custody orders to the main office, so the school is aware of how to proceed.  



Requests for Exceptional Transportation
     Requests for exceptional transportation, which involve riding a bus other than the one normally assigned to a student, will require conditional approval by the school principal and final approval from the Supervisor of Transportation. Exceptional transportation is not provided beyond the designated school’s attendance area. 
1. Parent(s) work and student(s) go(es) to a baby-sitter’s home on an everyday basis. 
2. The name, address, and telephone number of the babysitter, daycare center, or parent to which the student will be transported.
3. Number of the bus that you are requesting to ride and the designated stop.  
     There are emergency situations, such as sudden illness or death of a family member which may justify temporary transportation to and/or from another home within a school’s area.  These arrangements will require conditional approval of the school principal who will then notify, in writing, the involved bus driver.  When possible, these requests should be made at least one day in advance.  Bus drivers have been instructed not to transport unassigned students unless they are officially notified in writing by the principal or the Transportation Division of the school system’s central office. 
     Situations which are not approved for exceptional transportation are:
1. Scout or club meeting 
2. Music lessons
3. Doctor or Dental appointments
4. Visiting a friend’s home


Welcome to the 
2023-2024
School Year!!
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Video Camera System
[image: Picture4]
     Severn Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system.  It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds.  It is NOT monitored constantly, but is monitored during emergency situations.  During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given access to view images projected on the camera system.  If you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083.


Severn events
Throughout the year, Severn will host several exciting activities in which we will invite our parents and guardians. Flyers and communication will be shared prior to all events. Unfortunately, due to space limitations, we cannot accommodate younger siblings for events held during the school day. I apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. We will be sure to reiterate this procedure on all communication and invitations. 

PTA NEWS
We are so very excited to have a very active PTA!  The first PTA meeting of the year will be forthcoming, as details are still being finalized. 
Thank you for your patience. 


Lost and Damaged Books
[image: ]
     All textbooks and necessary instructional materials required are purchased by the Board of Education for student use.  Students are expected to take good care of all school supplies and equipment. Pupils should have book covers on all books assigned to them.  A reasonable fee for lost or damaged books will be assessed in accordance with Board of Education policy. 
[image: ]
2023-2024 Lunch Program
     Lunch prices remain the same for this upcoming school year.
Free/Reduced Meal forms should be completed on the AACPS website (www.aacps.org) 
Thank you!
Prices will be as follows:
Breakfast  - FREE
Lunch (Full Price – Elementary)           2.75
Lunch (Full Price – Secondary)             3.00
Lunch (reduced – all schools)                 .00

You may open an account at mypaymentsplus.com to add lunch money for your student.



Lockers
     Each student will be assigned a locker. However, please remind children that they are not to keep valuables or money in them.
     The principal, assistant principal or school security guard of a public school may make a search of the physical plant of the school and its appurtenances including the lockers of students. (AACPS Policy Code 902.06, IV.B.)





 BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION POLICY



Birthday Celebrations
We recognize students’ birthdays over the intercom each day during the morning announcements, and they receive a birthday pencil. We are happy to celebrate with your child.  Please do not send invitations for outside parties to school.  Feelings can be hurt in these situations and we ask your cooperation in this matter.  We can provide a roster of first names; however, we CANNOT provide the addresses and/or phone numbers of the other students in your child’s class.
Due to the County’s Wellness Policy, as well as Severn Elementary School’s focus on nutrition, parents are asked to please consider alternatives to edible birthday treats.  Edible birthday treats are not permitted.  However, parents are permitted to send in goodie-bags containing NON-EDIBLE items that will be passed out at the end of the instructional day for students to take home. Some suggestions would be, pencils, erasers, bookmarks, etc.
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ANNE   ARUNDEL   COUNTY   SCHOOL   HEALTH SERVICES   PROGRAM     PARENT’S    REQUEST   TO   ADMINISTER   MEDICATION   AT   SCHOOL   FOR   COMPLETION   BY   PARENT/GUARDIAN   Name   of   Student:     D.O.B:   /   /       (LAST)   (FIRST)   (MI)     Name   of   School:     Grade:     School   Year:         In   order   for   my   child   to   receive   medication   in   school,   I   agree   to   the   following:      All   prescription   and   non - prescription   medication   will   have   a   physician’s   signed   order  fully   completed   for   each   school   year.      The   prescription   medication   will   be   in   a   container   labeled   by   the   pharmacist   or   physician   with:    

   Name   of   child.  Name   of   the   medication.  Dosage,   route   and   time   of   administration.  

   Name   of   physician.  Prescription   date   and   expiration   date.  Conditions   for   proper   storage.  

   The   non - prescription   medication   will   be   in   the   original   sealed   container   with   the   label   intact.   Student’s   name   will   be   put   on   the   container   in   a   position   that   does   not   obscure   the   label.      The   medication   will   be   brought   to   school   by   an   adult.      The   physician   will   be   called   if   a   question   arises   about   my   child’s   medication.      The   first   dose   of   this   medication   (except   for   epinephrine   auto - injector)   has   been   given   without   problems.   Having   read   the   above   conditions,   I   request   Anne   Arundel   County   School   Health   Services   personnel   administer   the   medication   as   prescribed   by   the   physician   below.   I   certify   that   I   have   legal   authority   to   consent   to   medical   treatment   for   the   student   named   a bove,   including   the   administration   of   medication   at   sc hool.            Signature   of   Parent/Guardian :   Date:   Relationship   to   student                                          Phone   Number:   (H)   (W)   Other           Address:                    PHYSICIAN’S   SIGNED   ORDER   FOR   MEDICATION   AT   SCHOOL   ONE   MEDICATION   PER   FORM   Diagnosis:                   Name   of   Medication:                  Dosage:   (mg,   ml,   ml/tsp,   #   of   puffs)   Route:   Time   of   Administration  at School:       Lunchtime   If   PRN,   for   what   symptoms?   How   Often?         Please   list   any   specific   precautions   personnel   should   be   aware   of   or   any   unusual   effects   that   might   be   observed.   Student   medication   allergies:     None   Known           Services   from     the   beginning   to   the   end   of   school   year   OR   Services   should   begin     (Date)   and   terminate   (Date)   .   FOR   INHALER,   EPINEPHRINE   AUTO - INJECTOR,   AND   INSULIN   ONLY:         It   has   been   determined   that   this   student   is   able   to   self - administer   and   carry   inhalant   medication   or   epinephrine   auto -   injector   and   has   been   trained   in   its   use,   including   knowing   when   the   medication   is   to   be   used.         It   has   been   determined   that   this   student   is   able   to   self - administer   insulin.         This   student   should   not   self - administer   inhalant   medication,   insulin,   or   epinephrine   auto - injector.    Physician’s   Signature :   Date:         Original   signature/NO   stamps   Physician’s   Name   (Printed):         Address:         Telephone   Number:              Order   and   MAR   Reviewed   R.N.   Date         Revised   8/15  
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